CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7pm on 7 May 2024 at Chapel-en-le-Frith Town Hall

Present:  Cllrs J Adshead, M Chantler, T Dales, A Foreshew-Cain, J Perkins, C Williams, S Young

In Attendance: Borough Cllr S DePee, and P Leppard (Locum Clerk)

Apologies: Cllrs A Beswick, M Drabble

25/36 To elect a Chair of the Council It was resolved that Cllr Tony Dales be chair of the Council for the forthcoming year. Cllr Dales signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr Young moved a vote of thanks to the outgoing Chair, Cllr Chantler, for his work during his time in office.

25/37 To elect a Vice-chair of the Council It was resolved that Cllr Chantler be Vice-chair of the Council for the forthcoming year.

25/38 To make any Declarations of Interests Cllr Dales declared an interest as a member of Chapel Park Bowling Club. Cllr Adshead declared an interest, as a family member has links to a Planning application on Sheffield Rd.

25/39 To consider any applications for Dispensations Nil

25/40 To agree any variations of order of business Nil  

25/41 Candidates for current councillor vacancies Nil
 
25/42 Police matters No police officers were in attendance.

25/43 Public Speaking Borough Cllr DePee commented on (i) the Parish Council’s current litigation, (ii) the need for Chapel to have use of a speed radar-gun, (iii) the possibility of creating a list of public-access defibrillators in the Parish, (iv) community litter-picking, (v) cleaning of Chapel’s war-memorial, (vi) wildflowers and paths in the Memorial Park and (vii) unhelpful parking outside the Memorial Park gates.  

25/44 To approve minutes of previous meeting It was resolved that the Chair be authorised to sign as being a true and correct record the minutes of the Council meeting of 9 April.

25/45 Planning applications The following applications were considered: 
· HPK/2024/0113 (36 Burrfields Rd): The Council objected because (i) vehicles in/out of the site would be, undesirably, at an existing road junction, (ii) this 'infill' development represents over-development of the site, and (iii) the proposed building would be out of the existing 'building line'.   
· HPK/2024/0033 (1 Joule Brady, Sheffield Rd): The Council had no objection.
· HPK/2024/0098 (Chapel Golf Club, Manchester Rd): The Council had no objection.
· HPK/2024/0118 (former High Peak Dental Care, Eccles Rd): The Council had no objection.
· HPK/2024/0121 (Chapel Garage, Hayfield Rd): The Council objected because (1) the parking provision proposed is inadequate (in a location where parking is already difficult), (2) the junction from the site on to the highway is difficult and (3) it was felt preferable for this site to continue to be used for industry, as in the past.  
· HPK/2024/0124 (Lydgate Hse, Eccles Rd): The Council had no objection.
· HPK/2024/0116 (128 Hallsteads, Dove Holes): The Council had no objection.
· HPK/2024/0168 (55 Crossings Rd): The Council had no objection.

25/46 Planning appeals It was noted that an appeal has been made re 67 Meadow La, Dove Holes.

25/47 Planning Decision Notices A number of these were noted.

25/48 Reports from Council committees/working groups 
a. Personnel Committee: Cllr Young noted that the former Parish Clerk has now left the Council, and that the current Locum Clerk arrangement will continue until the recruitment process has been completed.
b. Police Liaison Working Group: Cllr Dales noted that there had been a useful meeting with PC Simpson.     
c. Regeneration & Communications Committee: Cllr Dales gave an update on progress with spending S106 funding. It was resolved that the Clerk would circulate a financial summary of this. 				        Action: Clerk 

25/49 Committees, etc for the coming year
a. It was resolved not to alter the current Committee structure, and that each body would review its Terms of Reference at its next meeting, reporting back thereon to full Council. 					Action: Clerk/Asst Clerk
b. It was resolved to alter Committee memberships as follows: (i) Cllr Adshead to leave the Personnel Committee, and be replaced by Cllr Chantler. (ii) Cllr Chantler to leave the Regeneration & Communications Committee.

25/50 Membership of outside bodies It was resolved to appoint the following:
· Chapel en le Frith United Charities: Cllrs Adshead, Beswick, Drabble and Foreshew-Cain
· Chapel Leisure Centre joint user group: Cllrs Adshead and Young
· Victor Burdekin Trust: Cllrs Adshead, Dales, Foreshew-Cain and Perkins
· G & S Beresford Trust: Cllrs Dales and Perkins
It was resolved to remind the Leisure Centre user group of the need to call a meeting. 								        Action: Clerk 

25/51 Alteration to Standing Orders It was resolved (In favour: Cllrs Chantler, Dales, Perkins, Williams, Young. Against: Cllrs Adshead, Foreshew-Cain) to add the following to the Council’s Standing Orders: 		                   Action: Clerk
All decisions of the Council must be made at a formal Council meeting. At a Council meeting, councillors should carefully consider all the evidence that is put before them and must be prepared to modify or change their initial view in the light of the arguments and evidence presented. Then they must make their final decision at the meeting with an open mind based on all the evidence. 
It is important that the views of all councillors are able to be heard equally before the Council reaches a decision. Councillors are not obliged to engage regularly with email (or other electronic media) and, because some do not do so, attempts to discuss issues via email are likely to be inherently unbalanced, because such debate is unlikely to include the views of councillors who are not regular email users. Councillors should not therefore offer opinions on any issue via email, but save their opinions for discussion at a Council meeting. 
It is also important for reasons of transparency that the public can witness debate between councillors (except on confidential agenda items). Prior debating of an issue via email does not meet that requirement for public transparency.
However, emailing fellow councillors to share factual information (but not opinion) is permissible if it would be useful for councillors to receive such information.

25/52 Review of policies and procedures:
It was resolved to (i) re-adopt the following policies and procedures and (ii) remit the new Clerk, once appointed, to undertake a more thorough review of each.
	Standing Orders** 
	Code of Conduct 
	Safeguarding Policy
	Staff Disciplinary Policy 

	Financial Regulations 
	Privacy Notice 
	Procurement Policy 
	Staff Grievance Policy

	Data Retention Policy
	Complaints Procedure
	Assets Register
	Social Media Guidance

	Data Protection Policy
	Freedom of Information Policy & Publication Scheme 
	Pension Fund Discretions Policy
	Training & Development Policy

	Dispensations Request Form 
	Equality & Diversity Policy
	Financial Risk Assessment
	Compassionate Leave Policy 

	CCTV Policy
	Co-option Policy 
	
	Health & Safety Policy


** Standing Orders were re-adopted subject to the addition noted in the preceding minute. 

25/53 Finance
a. It was resolved to receive the Internal Auditor’s report for FY2023-24, noting that Finance & Town Hall Committee will review the report in detail at its next meeting. 								        Action: Clerk
b. It was resolved to approve each assertion in the FY2023-24 Annual
     Governance Statement.
c.  It was resolved to approve the Annual Accounting Statement for FY2023-24. 
d.  It was resolved to appoint Derbyshire Association of Local Councils as the
     Council’s internal auditor for FY2024-25.
e. It was noted that the Council’s insurance renewal date is 31 May, but that renewal documents from the Council’s broker had yet to arrive. It was resolved (a) that, subject to the Clerk circulating the renewal documents to all councillors once received, the Clerk be authorised, if he considers it appropriate, to accept the renewal proposals on behalf of the Council, and (b) to obtain the services of a risk-management consultant at an early date, to undertake a review the Council’s insurance arrangements.   Action: Clerk 
f. It was resolved to approve the attached schedule of accounts for payment (totals £58,184.91 + £1,427.23).

25/54 Chapel Park Bowling Club It was resolved that Cllrs Adshead, Chantler and Williams form a working-group to develop a proposed way forward re review of the Bowling Club/Parish Council relationship.  	          Action: JA/MC/CW

25/55 Chapel war memorial It was resolved (i) to note the granting of Listed Building Consent for cleaning the memorial, and (ii) that Cllrs Foreshew-Cain and Perkins will develop proposals to fund-raise the cost of carrying this out. 							 Action: AF-C/JP

25/56 Closer working with adjacent Parish Councils It was resolved that Cllrs Chantler and Dales will develop proposals for this.        Action: MC/TD

25/57 D-Day 80 celebrations It was resolved to apply for a grant for this, as offered by HPBC, and that Cllr Perkins will liaise with the Clerk as to the content of the application. 				           Action: Clerk/JP

25/58 Date of next meeting It was resolved that this will not be on 4 June but instead on 11 June, at 7pm.

25/59 Exclusion of press & public It was resolved that, in view of the
confidential nature of the following items, the press and public be          excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies        (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

25/60 Court case It was resolved not to challenge the revised hearing date proposed by Manchester Magistrates’ Court following their cancellation of the 1 May 2024 hearing. It was also resolved, having reviewed the final draft of the loan agreement which the Council requires in connection with this litigation, to authorise the Clerk to arrange for the Agreement to be signed on behalf of the Council by whichever signatories the Council’s solicitor advises.  
25/61 Recruitment It was resolved to endorse the recommendations of Personnel Committee re recruitment into the Parish Clerk vacancy, other than to additionally resolve that there should be a 6-month probationary period and that the vacancy will close on 7 June.  				        Action: Clerk

The meeting closed at 9.40pm




_________________________
CHAIR
