CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7pm on 9 April 2024 at Chapel-en-le-Frith Town Hall

Present:  Cllrs J Adshead, M Chantler (chair), T Dales, A Foreshew-Cain (item 8 to item 14a), J Perkins, C Williams (until item 16b), S Young

In Attendance: P Leppard (Locum Clerk) and 2 members of the public

Apologies: Cllrs A Beswick, M Drabble

25/1 To make any Declarations of Interests Nil 

25/2 To consider any applications for Dispensations Nil

25/3 To agree any variations of order of business Nil  

25/4 Candidate for current councillor vacancies Nil
 
25/5 Police matters No police officers were in attendance

25/6 Public Speaking A member of the public commented on the litigation in which the Council is involved.. 

25/7 To approve minutes of previous meeting It was resolved that the Chair be authorised to sign as being a true and correct record the minutes of the Council meeting of 15 March.

25/8 Planning applications The following applications were considered: 
· HPK/2024/0013 (17 Long La): No objection, if there is room off-road to turn a car
· HPK/2024/0073 & 0081 (Cashpoint, Market Pl): Supported
· HPK/2023/0563 (The Smithy, Ashbourne La): No objection
· HPK/2024/0090 (Methodist Church, Market St): Unanimously supported

25/9 Planning appeals None

25/10 Planning Decision Notices A number of these were noted.

25/11 Exclusion of press & public It was resolved that, in view of the
confidential nature of the following items, the press and public be          excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies        (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

25/12 Contractual matter re a member of staff It was noted that this matter was nearing resolution. (Cllr Adshead was not present during this item.)

25/13 Court cases It was resolved (4 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention), in the matter of the other parties’ costs, to agree to their offer to settle in the sum of £219,000 including VAT. 						        Action: Clerk 

The press and public were re-admitted to the meeting.

25/14 Finance
a. It was resolved to approve the attached schedule of accounts for payment (totals £77,940.48 + £628.88).
b. The draft year-end financial position at 31-3-24 was noted.
c. There was a discussion on restricting non-essential spending, to assist the Council’s difficult financial position at present.

25/15 Reports from Council committees/working groups 
a. Personnel Committee: It was noted that the 3rd Parks post, which had been vacant, had now been filled for the summer season. 
b. Regeneration & Communications Committee: Cllr Dales noted progress on several issues. 

25/16 Councilor motions
a. Cllr Adshead’s motion that “the Council remits the F&TH Committee to decide on the best way forward re the future of the Town Hall - all options must remain on the table” was passed. 
b. In response to Cllr Foreshew-Cain’s motion that “the fees charged at Dove Holes allotments be appropriately harmonised with those at Leys, and (ii) an inspection date be set for all Parish allotments in May, to identify unused allotments and reallocate”, it was resolved to increase annual rents per plot at Dove Holes to £10 p.a. with effect from 1-4-24, and that the Asst Clerk will organise plot inspections and report back in writing.       Action: EH
c. In response to Cllr Adshead’s motion that “all meetings be filmed. It's time for transparency - not everybody can make the meetings we hold, through childcare commitments or disability. Minutes of meetings do not give the whole story, and a hybrid version would allow the opportunity to watch (or take part in the Public Participation item)”, it was resolved to agree in principle that meetings be videoed, but that the Clerk would obtain costings, after which the affordability of implementing at present will be reviewed.
        Action: Clerk 
d. In response to Cllr Adshead’s motion that “the Parish Council agrees to look at bin provision in the Parish with a view to improving the situation, exploring all avenues open to them”, it was resolved to undertake a survey of existing bins, to enable the matter to then be considered further.           Action: Clerk
a. In response to a motion from Cllr Beswick that “the Parish Council commits to lighting a beacon on Eccles Pike at 9:15pm on 6 June 2024 to commemorate D-Day 80, to honour the sacrifice of those who served and those who gave their lives so that we could live today”, it was resolved not to commit to that, but that Cllr Perkins would explore options with the Royal British Legion. 								  Action: JP

25/17 Graveyard maintenance In response to a request from the Parochial Church Council for a grant towards this, it was resolved to defer a decision until later in the year, when affordability would hopefully be clearer.

25/18 Bowls Club mower In response to a request from the Club for a grant towards a new mower, it was resolved to defer a decision until later in the year, when affordability would hopefully be clearer. It was further resolved to review the Bowls Club’s contract with Council, with a view to then holding a meeting with them to discuss arrangements for the future. 		        Action: Clerk


The meeting closed at 9.35pm





_________________________
CHAIR
