CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7pm on 15 February 2024 at Chapel-en-le-Frith Town Hall

Present:  Cllrs J Adshead, M Chantler (chair), M Drabble, A Foreshew-Cain, J Perkins, S Young

In Attendance: Borough Cllrs S DePee, N Gourlay and K Sizeland, approx. 50 members of the public, and P Leppard (Locum Clerk)

Apologies:         Cllrs A Beswick, T Dales and C Williams

24/1 To make any Declarations of Interests Nil 

24/2 To consider any applications for Dispensations Nil

24/3 To agree any variations of order of business Nil

24/4 Public Speaking A number of members of the public spoke about the MUGA in Chapel Memorial Park, stating the following points:
· Most residents have no problem with the existence of the MUGA, and do not consider it right that its removal might be progressed to satisfy just a handful of other residents.
· Residents would like to understand the reasoning behind any removal of the MUGA, and what alternatives there might be to that. 
· The importance of outside space for youngsters to play and exercise should not be underestimated.
· The MUGA had originally been installed to help address anti-social behaviour, and so to remove it might increase that problem.
· It could be argued to be in contravention of both the HPBC Local Plan and Chapel’s Neighbourhood Plan to remove the MUGA.
· The Parish Council’s lack of communication about the MUGA until very recently was a concern, and more openness going forward would be welcome. 
· It was recognised that today’s parish councillors are tackling a challenging set of circumstances which started some years ago and which they have now inherited.  
· The Borough Council and the Police do not appear to have been as engaged as they might in helping the Parish Council solve the underlying circumstances. 
· The community would like to be supportive to the Parish Council over these matters, so would like the Council to tell the community what it can do to help.
· It might be that outcomes reached re Chapel’s MUGA may create unfortunate legal precedents for other public parks nationally.
In response, the Chair thanked the public for their concern and, while not addressing the above points individually, noted that no decision had been made to remove the MUGA, and that it was a topic associated with current negotiations surrounding two court cases against the Parish Council. As that litigation was not yet concluded, there was little the Council could say about it at present. 
The Chair also explained why the Council’s insurers would not be underwriting legal costs payable by the Council during this litigation.

24/5 To approve minutes of previous meeting It was resolved that the chair
        of the meeting be authorised to sign as being a true and correct record the 
        minutes of the Council meeting of 6 February.

24/6 Exclusion of press & public It was resolved that, in view of the
         confidential nature of the following items, the press and public be 
         excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies 
       (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

24/7 Court cases It was resolved, in light of recent correspondence received,
         to instruct the Council’s solicitor to make a revised offer of settlement re
         costs. 							                 Action: Clerk

24/8 To review decision-making arrangements It was resolved to delegate a 
         degree of decision-making authority re court cases to the Chair (or Vice-
         chair in his absence) and Clerk jointly, in order to reduce the need for
         additional Council meetings.


The meeting closed at 8.55pm





_________________________
CHAIR
