CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7pm on 2 January 2024 at Chapel-en-le-Frith Town Hall

Present:  Cllrs J Adshead (from item 6), M Chantler (chair), T Dales, I DePee, A Foreshew-Cain, J Perkins, S Young

In Attendance:  P Leppard (Locum Clerk) and 1 member of the public

Apologies:         Cllrs A Beswick, M Drabble, C Williams


24/1  Resignation The resignation of Cllr T Norton was noted with regret. 

24/2  Vice-chair of the Council Following Cllr Beswick relinquishing this role, it 
         was resolved that Cllr Dales be Vice-chair for the remainder of this Council 
         year. The Council thanked Cllr Dales for taking on the role.

24/3  To make any Declarations of Interests  Nil

24/4  To consider any applications for Dispensations  Nil

24/5  To agree any variations of order of business Nil

24/6  To consider any candidates for co-option Nil (Cllr Dales noted that he 
          knew of a candidate who may come forward shortly.) 

24/7  To consider any Police matters  No Police officers were present.

24/8  Public Speaking Nil

24/9  To consider Planning applications received:
CW1/1123/41 Waterwaste Treatment Works, Charley La 
It was resolved that the Council had no objection.

HPK/2023/0443 Town Hall, 51 Market St
It was noted that this Parish Council is the applicant. 

HPK/2023/0506 Newfield Garage, Manchester Rd, Tunstead Milton 
It was resolved that the Council had no objection.

HPK/2023/0536 67 Meadow La, Dove Holes 
It was resolved to support the application, with the stipulation that the extension must be a part of the existing property (and not be a separate dwelling with a separate entrance).

HPK/2023/0537 65 Meadow La, Dove Holes 
It was resolved that there are 2 concerns: (1) This is a narrow road, where it can be difficult for cars to park without becoming an obstruction to passing traffic. It seems likely that the addition of the porch will cause a parked vehicle outside the property to park in a way which obstructs the carriageway more than previously; this would be unacceptable. (2) No nearby dwelling has a porch, so it will look odd for this house to have one.

HPK/2023/0477 Deacons Bank, 9 Market St 
It was resolved that the Council had no objection.

HPK/2023/0542 152 Manchester Rd 
It was resolved that the Council had no objection.

HPK/2023/0550 The Paper Mill, Whitehough Head La, Whitehough It was resolved that, given the nature of the locality, a site visit by HPBC’s Planning Committee is advisable, in order to consider fully any consequences of this application for nearby neighbours.
24/10 Planning Appeals Nil

24/11 Planning Decision Notices 3 full permissions were noted.

24/12 Parish Council planning committee It was resolved that 
          the experiment of dealing with Planning matters at full Parish
          Council rather than at a Parish planning committee had been
          successful, so would be continued.

24/13 To approve minutes of meetings 
 It was resolved that the chair of the meeting be authorised to sign as  
 being a true and correct record the minutes of each of the two Council 
 meetings on 5 December 2023.

24/14 To receive any reports from Council committees/working groups:
Cllr Dales reported on issues discussed at the Regeneration & Communications Committee’s December meeting. He expressed thanks to all involved in producing the Council’s December newsletter. 

The Personnel Committee had not met since the last full Council meeting. Cllr Chantler stated he was now resigning from this Committee. It was also resolved that there is a need to recommend changes to the content of the Staff Disciplinary Policy.				        Action: Clerk

The Police Liaison Working Group had not met recently.  

Cllr Young reported, on behalf of the Finance & Town Hall Committee, that details of FY2024/25’s proposed budget & precept will be sent to all councillors in good time before February’s full Council. It was resolved to appoint Cllr Williams (subject to his agreement, which the Clerk will seek) as an additional member of this Committee. 		        Action: Clerk

It was resolved that all councillors will be canvassed, seeking additional members for the F&TH and Personnel Committees.             Action: Clerk 

24/15 Hall-hire rates It was unanimously resolved to approve the 
          recommendation of the Budget working group that all the hire rates for the
          Town Hall be increased by 10% from 1 February. 	        Action: Clerk

24/16 Availability of expected S106 monies There was nothing to report. 

24/17 Artificial cricket wicket The Clerk reported that installation costs are not 
          yet to hand, but he anticipated they would be shortly.

24/18 Trees on Market Place The Clerk reported that HPBC had now stated 
          that they are responsible for the trees on the war-memorial side of the 
          Market Place and will be pruning them in due course.
    
24/19 War-memorial cleaning The Clerk reported that he had commissioned,
          as requested, an independent report – which is expected soon. 	

24/20 Criteria for award of Honorary Townsperson It was resolved that Cllrs
          Adshead and Foreshew-Cain will develop a proposal for consideration by
          the Council. 						            Action: JA/AF-C

24/21 Finance
a. Internal Auditor’s report The recent report was noted.
b. Schedule of accounts for payment It was resolved to approve the 
           attached schedule of payments (totals £10,107.99 + £1,095.66). 

24/22 Exclusion of press & public It was resolved that, in view of the 
         confidential nature of the following items, the press and public be 
         excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies 
         (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

24/23  A staff matter In response to a current issue, it was resolved to take a
course of action for upto the next 3 months, in the best interests of the
employee concerned.

24/24 Court cases There was little to report currently. It was noted that a costs-
dispute hearing will take place in Manchester on 16 January; the Clerk will  
attend as an observer. 					        Action: Clerk


The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 



_________________________
CHAIR
