CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.10pm on 5 December 2023 at Chapel-en-le-Frith Town Hall

Present:  Cllrs A Beswick, M Chantler (chair), T Dales, I DePee, M Drabble, 
                 A Foreshew-Cain, T Norton, J Perkins, C Williams, S Young

In Attendance:  P Leppard (Locum Clerk) and 2 police officers

Apologies:         Cllr J Adshead


24/1  To make any Declarations of Interests  Nil

24/2  To consider any applications for Dispensations  Nil

24/3  To agree any variations of order of business It was resolved to take
          agenda items 8-10 before item 7.

24/4  To consider any candidates for co-option  Nil

24/5  To consider any Police matters  The Police officers present produced 
          data and commented on recent crimes locally.

24/6  Public Speaking Nil

24/7  To consider Planning applications received:
          NP/HPK/1123/1392 (Greens House, Combs)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

          NP/HPK/1123/1383 (Higher Haylee Farm, Combs)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

          HPK/2023/0513 (Bradshaw Hall, Bradshaw La)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

          HPK/2023/0500 (Stodhart Mews, Hayfield Rd)
          It was resolved to support this application.

          HPK/2023/0484 (9 Market St)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

          HPK/2023/0479 (Fickle Mermaid petrol station, Foresters Way)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

          HPK/2023/0473 (Chapel Milton viaduct, Hayfield Rd)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

          HPK/2023/0470 (Croft Barn, Eccles Rd)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

          HPK/2023/0451 (8 Oak Close)
          It was resolved to comment that: 
(1) the immediate vicinity can become congested by on-street parking, so if this application leads (through loss of on-site parking) to more on-street parking, that would be appreciably unhelpful.
(2) the proposals appear to enable the applicant to look into the neighbour's property to an unacceptable extent.
(3) the rendered walls will be out of keeping with nearby properties. 

          HPK/2023/0371 (40 Netherfield Rd)
          It was resolved that there was no objection to this application.

24/8 Planning Appeals Nil

24/9 Planning Decision Notices It was noted that HPBC had refused permission
         for application HPK/2023/0286 (Forge Rd, Whitehough).

24/10 To approve minutes of meetings 
It was resolved that the chair of the meeting be authorised to sign as being a true and correct record the minutes of (a) the Planning Committee of 7 November and (b) the full Council meeting of 7 November.

24/11 To receive any reports from Council committees/working groups:
Cllr Dales reported on issues discussed at the Regeneration & Communications Committee’s November meeting. 
Cllr Norton reported on issues discussed at the Finance & Town Hall Committee’s November meeting. 
Cllr Young reported on issues discussed at the Personnel Committee’s November meeting. 
The Police Liaison Working Group had not met recently. It was resolved that Cllr Chantler be appointed an additional member of this Group. 

24/12 Availability of expected S106 monies There was nothing to report. 

24/13 Motions from councillors:
a. This motion was proposed by Cllr Foreshew-Cain: 
“As Councillors will be aware, there has been discussion in the Regeneration & Communications Committee and elsewhere around the production of a Parish Newsletter to further the aims of the Parish Council, promote greater awareness of our work through reports on meetings and decisions and by showcasing the life of our local communities. A local volunteer has offered to co-ordinate and gather articles and to regularly produce such a newsletter, and the Regeneration & Communications Committee has passed a resolution as follows: “It was resolved that the Clerk and Mrs C Dales will work together to compile the first edition by 12 December.”
“Any such newsletter would be seen as the voice of the Parish Council and Councillors will naturally want to have oversight of its content, with advice and guidance from the Clerk where appropriate. Given the schedule of Committee meetings there is likely to be a need for any such oversight in the scrutiny of articles between full Council meetings.
“I therefore propose that we welcome and accept this offer of assistance. I further propose that a small subcommittee (of the Regeneration & Communications Committee) be established, of no more than four Councillors, with delegated power to receive, review and approve general articles for inclusion in a parish newsletter, reporting the final edit to the full Council.  
“Committee reports and articles about Parish Council business to be prepared by the Clerk in consultation with and in agreement with the Chair of the Council. 
“The Clerk will be responsible for publication in a variety of formats for local circulation.” 
It was resolved to pass the motion, with the sub-committee’s members to be appointed by the Regeneration & Communications Committee.	

     b.   It was resolved (i) to pass this motion proposed by Cllr Chantler: “To
           purchase an artificial cricket wicket, currently on sale at £1,649 (to be    
           found from the ring-fenced money left to be spent on the Memorial Park)”, 
           and (ii) that the installation costs will be researched.            Action: Clerk

     c.   It was resolved to pass this motion proposed by Cllr Chantler: 
“To purchase 5 x bat- and 5 x bird-nesting boxes for the memorial park. These would be placed by park staff and paid for out of the money that we have had left to us by a former resident of the parish. The costs vary depending on the quality.” 					        Action: Clerk
       
d.   This motion was proposed by Cllr Chantler: 
“To propose that the Parish Council prunes the trees on the Market 
 Place, by the war memorial. (When facing the latter, the tree on the left in
 particular would benefit from pruning.) This would require permission
 from HPBC’s Arboricultural Officer. The canopy of these trees is
 substantially larger than in the past; the flagstones underneath the trees 
 are permanently in shade and never have the opportunity to dry out, and 
 thus are slimy and dangerous.”
 It was resolved that, while the Parish Council was supportive in principle 
 of this motion, the matter should be deferred, pending seeking further
 information from the Duchy of Lancaster and HPBC. 	        Action: Clerk

24/14 Correspondence A written request had been received for Chapel’s war 
          memorial to be professionally cleaned. Subsequent advice from HPBC’s 
          Principal Conservation Officer was that this might damage the
          stonework. It was resolved to obtain an independent report on whether 
          cleaning is advisable. 		        			        Action: Clerk

24/15 Actions required by the Environment Act 2021 It was resolved to 
 remit consideration of this matter to the Regeneration & Communications    
          Committee.

24/16 Schedule of accounts for payment It was resolved to approve the 
           attached schedule of payments (totals £26,751.67 + £1,242.27). 

24/17 Exclusion of press & public It was resolved that, in view of the 
          confidential nature of the following items, the press and public be 
          excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies 
          (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

24/18 Staff consultation on revised job-descriptions and grades of posts 
 It was resolved to endorse the Personnel Committee’s recommendations
 and instruct the Clerk to commence staff consultation. Action: Clerk 
 The meeting recorded its thanks to the Assistant Clerk for the work she 
 does. 

24/19 Forthcoming staff matter Cllr Chantler explained an issue likely to arise 
 soon. The meeting resolved on some actions to take, and authorised the
Clerk, in consultation with the Chair, to buy-in professional HR advice, so
as to best support the employee concerned.

24/20 Court cases Cllr Chantler gave an update. It was resolved to aim to
 provide a short brief to residents in the Council’s January newsletter.


The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 



_________________________
CHAIR
